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US sister city rewards vital VN contributions 
HCM CITY (VNS)— The San Francisco-HCM City Sister City Committee, in a ceremony held in HCM City last 

Saturday, honoured 12 Vietnamese who have made contributions to science, culture and healthcare service.

The US Consul General in HCM City, Le Thanh An, was given a diplomacy award for efforts to build closer ties 

between the two cities and promotion of the sciences and healthcare.

Le Chi Tam, An's wife, was presented with a humanitarian award for volunteerism for her active contributions to 

improving the quality of life of disadvantaged groups in Viet Nam, particularly in medical assistance, education and 

bridge-replacement campaign projects.

Her support has brought awareness to young trafficking victims and has enabled the implementation of a Screening 

and Prevention programme against hepatitis B in Viet Nam. 

Professor Do Van Dung of HCM City Medicine and Pharmacy University received a distinguished leadership award 

for his contribution to the screening and vaccination programme for hepatitis B for students at his university. He was 

also recognised for his research on the quality of life in Viet Nam.



The award for stem cell and biotechnology research was presented to lecturer Phan Kim Ngoc 

of Science College of the Viet Nam National University for his leadership and pioneering work 

in stem cell therapy in cancer, diabetes and cardiovascular diseases, as well as reproductive 

technology.

Professor Bui Duc Phu, director of Hue Central Hospital, received an award in medicine for 

pioneering work in thoracic and cardio-vascular surgery that includes organ transplants. He 

was also recognised for his work as the first Vietnamese surgeon to successfully perform a 

human heart transplant in Viet Nam.

Historian Nguyen Dac Xuan received an award in Hue Studies for his significant work in 

documenting the history and culture of Hue, the former imperial capital of Viet Nam.

The award for the preservation of Vietnamese Folk Art was presented to Bui Xuan Hinh for his 

performance of cheo and chau van, satirical musical and dance art forms with origins in the 

12th century.

Vo Van Quan and Hoang Le Xuan received an award for the preservation of Vietnamese hand 

embroidery.

Four other awards were presented to donors for hepatitis B programmes in Viet Nam.

The awards were first presented in 2011 in HCM City-VNS












